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Chairman’s Report

Our Society has had a variable year in terms of attendance and uptake for events. While we
hope that this is because there are more opportunities in the world for our members to interact
and integrate, it is still disappointing that all of our members are not able to take advantage of
the activities on offer when our committee put a lot of effort into organisation. Financially we
remain secure, and our membership numbers have remained fairly steady.

The committee for 2024 will comprise:

Alex Cantelo Chair 07845 201753
Janet Simister Secretary 01763 247835
Kyra Crossman Treasurer 01763 220971
Linda Hall Membership Officer 01763 220721
Liz Cox 01763 241483
Judith Skerry 01763 243860
Mairi Macaulay 01763 260854

Most of our committee members have an understanding of learning disability and are available
to provide advice and guidance should any member or carer require support.

We will continue to send out all correspondence by email, so if you change any of your contact
details, especially your email address or phone number, please inform our secretary Janet as
soon as possible, so that we can be assured that you are receiving our correspondence.

I would like to thank the committee for putting in the time and effort to ensure we can run the
society. As Chair, | continue to receive a wonderful level of support, and | hope we will continue
in the same positive and proactive manner to organise some fun and exciting events for all
our members in the coming year.

If you have any events or specific outings you would like us to organise, that would be suitable
for members of the society, please let us know and we will endeavour to investigate.

Events Report

A small group of members and carers enjoyed a trip to Yew Tree Alpacas based in
Buntingford in July, and we have organised monthly pub trips in the second half of this year.

We had tried to continue the Tuesday Club (TC) with a rota of volunteers from the

Committee, on the 4" Tuesday of the month at Coombes Community Centre in Royston.
This was only sporadically attended by members, so instead of paying for the rental of the
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CCC we decided to revert to pub trips at Wetherspoons. These are sometimes well
attended, sometimes not, but we will continue these into next year and explore some other
pubs in the area. We would previously have provided help for members to attend events and
the TC, but we have been unable to use the services of Royston & District Community
Transport (RDCT) this year as they no longer have their large minibus which could
accommodate wheelchairs.

We understand that the way people use their time has changed, and as mentioned above
we hope that this is because of easier integration into the community rather than lack of
time, support or transport to attend events. There is a cost associated with us running events
and outings and as we can’t guarantee regular attendance, we have run less this year.

Membership Officer’s Report

Membership has remained at a similar level to previous years; we have seen a couple of
departures and new members have joined. Further new members are always welcome so if
you know of anyone that you feel could enjoy what the Society offers, please let us know or
put them in touch with us.

Treasurer’s Report

Royston Mencap continues to remain in a good financial position. Outgoings for the year were
£3,271 which is more than 2022 but still less than previous years, our total income of £2,238
is also greatly reduced, therefore providing £42,612 in the bank.

Our income comprised mainly of North Herts Council grants and donations along with
Subscriptions from our members. We no longer receive donations from Sid Seward as his

charity golf days aren’t being run since the pandemic hit, these used to greatly bolster our
annual income.

The outgoings consisted of social outings, insurance, website costs, and affiliation to Mencap.

As always, we remain thankful to UHY WKH Partnership, Chartered Accountants who audit
our accounts each year without charge.

Website
Our website is running well, with a few tweaks from Brian Turner when required. It is still being
used to keep an up-to-date version of the social calendar for the following year, and pictures

and short reports from recent events.

www.roystonmencap.co.uk

Alex Cantelo
10th December 2023

The Committee of Royston Mencap wishes all members
and carers a very happy Christmas and
a prosperous New Year
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