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Chair’s Report

Our Society has had another variable year in terms of attendance and uptake for events, and
our membership numbers are now steadily declining year on year.

As mentioned in the report last year, lack of attendance for events is disheartening for the
committee who put in time and effort to organise these events and having only a few members
attend does not provide the rich social environment for those who do, which is one of the main
purposes of running the Society. From researching Mencap groups in the local area we have
found that in the last few years, both pre and post Covid, many of the clubs which used to
have thriving memberships have shut down due to lack of attendance and funding. In theory
this should push more potential members to find the remaining groups, but as evidenced by
our declining numbers, in our case it has not. We hope that this is because the world is now
easier for our members to integrate into and find opportunities to socialise with their friends
and families, and not because members struggle to find a way to attend events.

For now, financially we remain secure though it bears mentioning that we still have no regular
income other than subscriptions from members.

The committee for 2026 will comprise:

Alex Cantelo Chair 07845 201753
Janet Simister Secretary 01763 247835
Kyra Crossman Treasurer 01763 220971
Linda Hall Membership Officer 01763 220721
Liz Cox 07891 075312
Judith Skerry 01763 243860
Mairi Macaulay 01763 260854

Most of our committee members have an understanding of learning disability and are available
to provide advice and guidance should any member or carer require support.

We will continue to send out all correspondence by email, so if you change any of your contact
details, especially your email address or phone number, please inform our secretary Janet as
soon as possible, so that we can be assured that you are receiving our correspondence.

If you have any events or specific outings you would like us to organise, that would be suitable
for members of the society, please let us know and we will endeavour to investigate.

| would like to thank the committee for putting in the time and effort to ensure we can run the
society. As Chair, | continue to receive a wonderful level of support, and | hope we will continue
in the same positive and proactive manner to organise some fun and exciting events for all
our members in the coming year.
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Events Report

We started the year in January with an outing to the Christmas Pantomime, which this year
was Peter Pan, in Stevenage.

February involved a visit to Hollywood Bowl in Stevenage, followed by lunch at Frankie and
Benny’s where they are always very good at looking after us.

In March our members enjoyed a trip to Warner Brothers Studios in Watford for the Harry
Potter Tour experience. The trip was enjoyed by all, even though this was a repeat of an
outing from a few years ago, we liked it so much we thought we’d go again!

We saw the Rat Pack concert, also in Stevenage, in May. This was something a bit different,
but it was a very good performance.

June brought a 2™ trip to the bowling alley followed by another nice lunch, again at Frankie
and Benny’s.

Our main event of the year was the weekend away to Butlins, Skegness. The group
departed on the first weekend of July for a few days of fun, entertainment, food and drink.
Most of our members, carers and their friends and family travelled together by coach and the
trip was deemed a success, so next year we will visit Butlins in Bognor Regis as we didn’t
book early enough to make that a reality for 2025.

Finally, in October we attempted to travel to Birmingham to visit Cadbury World. Our trip was
sadly cancelled due to a faulty coach, so there was not enough time to travel there once a
new coach had been sourced by the company. Some members and carers did board the
replacement coach and had a day out at Hertfordshire Zoo instead. The trip has now been
rescheduled for February 2026.

We will also be visiting Cambridge Botanic Gardens for their light trail, on a weekend
evening later in December.

The Tuesday Club has continued throughout this year as a series of pub trips at
Wetherspoons. These are occasionally well attended but mostly are not. Regardless, we will
continue these into next year if the appetite remains.

For ticketed events, when setting dates for RSVPs we are often bound by the establishment
that we intend to purchase tickets from, as they have given us a deadline for when they can
no longer hold (often discounted) tickets for us. We'd like to thank those of you who always
offer a prompt RSVP and remind other members and carers that we are unlikely to be able
to secure tickets after the deadline provided.

We’d also like to remind everyone that if you request tickets for events but then find you are
no longer able to attend, letting us know as soon as possible is appreciated as we can then
attempt to resell tickets to family members of attending parties and recoup some costs.

Membership Officer’s Report

Membership is now declining from previous years; we have seen a couple of departures and
new members have joined. New members are always welcome so if you know of anyone that
you feel could enjoy what the Society offers, please let us know or put them in touch with us.

Treasurer’s Report

Royston Mencap continues to remain in a good financial position despite our lack of regular
income. Outgoings for the year were £13613 which is more than 2024 due to an increased
number of trips and outings. Our total income of £2761 is also slightly more than last year,
therefore providing £23211 in the bank.

Our income comprised of subscriptions from our members, charitable donations and an
extension to a grant from North Herts Council.

We are no longer able to apply for the North Herts Council grant as we are not running the
Tuesday Club so this income will not be available after this year.
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As stated previously, we no longer receive the very generous, large and regular donation from
Sid Seward, which effectively kept the society running in previous years, as his charity golf
days ceased since the pandemic hit.

The outgoings consisted of the weekend away to Butlins, social outings, insurance, website
costs, and affiliation to Mencap. Anyone wishing to see the full accounts, please contact Kyra.

As always, we remain thankful to UHY WKH Partnership, Chartered Accountants who audit
our accounts each year without charge.

Website
Our website is running well, with a few tweaks from Brian Turner when required. It is still being
used to keep an up-to-date version of the social calendar for the year, and will also house

previous AGM reports.

www.roystonmencap.co.uk

Alex Cantelo
7th December 2025

The Committee of Royston Mencap wishes all members
and carers a very happy Christmas and
a prosperous New Year
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